
 

 
 

  
 

      
 

      
 

             
                  

 
   

 
          

        
             
          
   

            
         

          
  

            
         

  

       

            
      

           
   

      
 

      
      

  

          
       

 

           
            

 

          
       

         

              
        

            

AFFIDAVIT OF ELIGIBILITY, AGREEMENT, AND RELEASE 

WINNERS OF THE JWU SHARKFEST CONTEST 

Please complete and return this document no later than January 1, 2023. 

I, , of ___________________ 
(print name) (print street address, apartment/suite number, city, state, and zip 

code) 
hereby represent and agree as follows: 

1. I am eighteen (18) years of age or older, and I am submitting this Affidavit of Eligibility, Agreement, 
and Release ("Agreement") to Johnson & Wales University (“JWU”) on behalf of myself and my 
business : (print 
name of business, if applicable; if not applicable, state “NA”). The Social Security/Tax Identification 
Number JWU should use is _________________________________. 

2. I understand JWU will rely on this Agreement to determine whether I am entitled to receive a prize 
(“Prize”) in JWU’s Sharkfest Contest (“Contest”). If any statement in this Agreement is false or 
misleading, then, in addition to any other remedies JWU may take against me, I agree to return the 
Prize to JWU on request. 

3. As of the date I entered the Contest and the date of this Agreement, I meet the eligibility requirements 
of the Contest (set forth in OFFICIAL JWU SHARKFEST CONTEST RULES) and do not qualify for 
any exclusion from eligibility. 

4. The following statements are accurate, complete, and true: 

a. I have read the official JWU Sharkfest Contest Official Rules for the Providence Campus 
(“Rules”), and I have complied with, and will continue to comply with, the Rules. 

b. All of the information that I have provided and will provide to JWU has been and will be 
accurate, complete, and true. 

c. I have not perpetrated and will not perpetrate any fraud or deception in connection with the 
Contest. 

d. I am not an employee of JWU (other than being a student employee, if applicable), an 
immediate family member of a JWU employee, or a person living in the same household with 
a JWU employee. 

e. I did not participate in the Contest on behalf of any other person (except, if I participated in a 
group, I participated on behalf of the following group members (list all group 
members):_________________________________________________________________. 

f. I understand that it is my responsibility to review with my legal/tax advisor my potential tax 
liability in connection with receiving the Prize. I understand that all tax liability is my sole 
responsibility. 

g. I understand that if I am an international student it is my responsibility to review the effect on 
my immigration status of participating in the Contest and of receiving the Prize. 

5. If I am the winner of the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, Prize, I agree as follows: 

a. I will work on my business as described in my Contest submission at least 10 hours per week 
in the JWU incubator located at the Larry Friedman Center for Entrepreneurship (LFCE) 
during March and April 2023. I agree that my use of the LFCE or any other premises or 
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property owned or leased by JWU (collectively, “Property”) is revocable by JWU at any time 
in its sole discretion. 

b. I will speak at up to two JWU classes or lectures regarding my business and will make 
information regarding my business available for educational purposes to students at JWU if 
requested by JWU. 

c. I will not transfer or assign the Prize or any of my obligations hereunder to any third party. 

6. I, on behalf of myself and my heirs, executors, equity holders, business partners, assigns, and 
administrators and any other person(s) who may take by or through me or them (collectively, 
“Releasors”), hereby release and forever discharge JWU and its trustees, representatives, officers, 
insurers, employees, Board, agents, and affiliates and the Contest judges (collectively, the “Released 
Parties”) to the maximum extent permitted by law, from and against all actions, claims, demands, 
losses, proceedings, and suits (“Claims”) which I or any of the other Releasors may now or hereafter 
be entitled to assert (whether on my own behalf or on others’ behalf), whether foreseeable or 
unforeseeable, arising out of the Contest (and any matter directly or indirectly related to it), the receipt 
or use (or lack thereof) of any Prize, and any services or advice from the Releasors, including, but not 
limited to, (i) all claims based on publicity rights, privacy rights, personality rights, moral rights, or 
defamation and (ii) all tax obligations of the Releasors. I represent and warrant that (a) no Releasor 
has made a promise of confidentiality or otherwise agreed to keep any materials submitted in 
connection with the Contest confidential and (b) no Releasor has agreed to any non-solicitation, non-
disclosure, or non-competition covenant. 

7. I hereby irrevocably grant to JWU and the other Released Parties the unrestricted, absolute, perpetual, 
worldwide right and license to use my name, address, background information (including biographical, 
business, and personal information), Contest entry, likeness, notes, photograph, statements, and voice, 
including, without limitation, any notes, audio, photograph, or video that may be taken of me or of 
such materials (collectively, "Content"), without compensation or notice to me, in any manner or media 
now known or hereafter developed, in connection with JWU advertising, archives, marketing, 
promotion, publicity, and historical or educational purposes (“Permitted Purposes”). I represent and 
warrant that I have and will continue to have all rights and licenses necessary to grant, unencumbered, 
the rights and licenses granted herein. I acknowledge and agree that neither JWU nor any third party 
is obligated to exercise any of the rights or licenses granted herein. 

8. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) allows JWU to disclose student 
information to third parties in certain circumstances, including when the student has signed a written 
authorization. I hereby consent to the release by JWU of the fact that I won the Contest and the other 
Content described above. I understand that the purpose of the disclosure is to share information 
regarding me and my business as the winner of the Contest with the public for the Permitted Purposes. 

9. I agree that the Contest and this Agreement and the parties’ rights and obligations in connection 
therewith will be governed by and construed under the laws of Rhode Island, without regard to its rules 
as to conflict of laws. In any action, counterclaim, or proceeding arising from, connected with, or in 
any way relating to the Contest or this Agreement or the rights and obligations in connection therewith, 
I hereby consent to and confer exclusive jurisdiction on the federal courts in Rhode Island (and the 
First Circuit Court of Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court), and, only if such federal courts lack 
jurisdiction, on the state courts in Rhode Island. I expressly waive any objections to forum, personal 
jurisdiction, or venue in any federal or state courts noted herein. 

10. I agree to indemnify, defend and hold JWU and the other Released Parties harmless from any Claims 
for any costs, damages of any form, expenses, fees (including attorney fees), and any pecuniary or 
non-pecuniary remedy whatsoever relating to or arising out of (a) my participation in the Contest, (b) 
the acceptance, use, or misuse of any Prize (including use of the LFCE and the Property), (c) my 
business, (d) my failure to comply with this Agreement, and (e) any statements, representations, or 
violation of agreements made by me in this Agreement or otherwise in connection with the Contest. I 
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_______________________________ 

acknowledge that I am responsible for my business and all of its or my agents, customers, debt holders, 
employees, equity holders, investors, personnel, representatives, vendors, or visitors (collectively, 
“Affiliates”). I agree that JWU has the right to require my business, as determined in JWU’s sole 
discretion, to provide proof of acceptable insurance coverage, including but not limited to, general 
liability, workers’ compensation, and other forms of insurance. 

11. I agree that neither the Contest nor this Agreement is intended, and shall not be construed to create, 
any agency, association, employment relationship, fiduciary relationship, partnership, joint venture, or 
other such relationship between JWU and me or JWU and my business and any of its Affiliates. I 
agree that neither I nor my business or its Affiliates will make any representation or claim to have any 
such relationship to JWU. 

12. I agree, represent, and warrant that (a) I will, and will cause my business to, comply with all applicable 
laws, ordinances, regulations, rules, and statutes and applicable industry standards; (b) I will, and will 
cause all personnel associated with my business to, when located on LFCE or any Property, comply 
with all JWU policies, procedures, and rules, including without limitation, JWU’s prohibition on 
discrimination and harassment; (c) I will, and I will cause my business to, secure all necessary licenses 
and permissions to operate my business; and (d) this Agreement does not violate the terms of any 
contract or obligation that I or my business has with any third party. 

13. Neither I nor my business will use JWU’s name or any JWU image, logo, name, trade name, or 
trademark, in any advertising, marketing, or promotional activities. 

14. If any provision, phrase, or portion of this Agreement is, for any reason, held or adjudged to be invalid, 
illegal, or unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such provision, phrase, or portion so 
adjudged will be deemed separate, severable, and independent, and the remainder of this Agreement 
will be and will remain in full force and effect and will not be invalidated or rendered illegal or 
unenforceable or otherwise affected by such adjudication, provided that the basic purpose of this 
Agreement and the benefits hereunder are not substantially impaired. 

15. I agree that this Agreement supersedes all prior negotiations and understandings between me and JWU 
relating to the subject matter hereof, and that this Agreement can only be modified in writing signed 
by me and JWU. 

16. I have been given a full opportunity to review this Agreement. I understand all of its terms fully, and 
I sign it voluntarily and knowingly. 

Date: 

Signature: 
Print Name: 

Phone Number: 

J Number: 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _____ day of ______________, 202___. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

Print Name: 
My commission expires: 
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